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Disabled volunteers in Tameside DO IT!! 
U CAN 2!!! 

A new DVD “U CAN 2” is available that has 
been written, produced and directed by a 
group of volunteers, most of whom have 
some personal experience of disability.

Participants in this DVD have gained new 
skills, new friends and a real sense of 
achievement and have exceeded their 
personal expectations.

All volunteers received training to enable 
them to achieve an open college accredited 
certificate in video skills and the opportunity 

to promote the DVD both locally and 
nationally.

This DVD is a fun way of exploring and 
challenging the myths surrounding 
volunteering and is an interesting way of 
learning more about the benefits offered 
through volunteering and the huge variety 
of choice available.

If you know anyone who would be 
interested in volunteering but who might 
need some support to do so or alternatively, 
you may be an organisation that supports 
and empowers disabled people, please 
contact Vashti on 0161 339 2345 for more 
information.

The economic value of formal 
volunteering has been 

calculated to be in the region 
of £40 billion per year



BULLETIN LATEST VOLUNTARY OPPORTUNITIES
Museum Volunteer
Imperial War Museum North

Volunteers are part of the 
Museum’s “front of house” team. 
They play an important role in 
helping visitors get the most from 
their visit by guiding and 
assisting them and promoting 
events. Answering visitor queries 
and supporting visitors to use 
“your history” (our computer 
information area).

If you join the programme you will 
undertake a cultural heritage 
course specially designed for 
people who are interested in 
museums but may not know a lot 
about them and would like to find 
out more. The course will also 
give you the opportunity to learn 
about your role as a volunteer at 
the Imperial War Museum North.

Workshop/Training Room Support 
Volunteer

Kickstart is a community education project 
involving vehicles, based in Tameside. Our 
purpose is to develop opportunities for 
young people whilst prioritising social 
inclusion and diversionary activities. 
Kickstart aims to have a real impact on the 
young people we work alongside: on their 
quality of life, their future prospects and 
their contribution to the well-being of the 
local community.

Volunteer required to:

Offer general workshop or training room 
support to training staff during practical 
and academic sections of a motor vehicle 
training course. This might include:

General delivery support
Assisting with supervision of young people 
during leisure activities and during 
breaks.
Assisting with set up and clear up
General housekeeping

Regional Visitor
The Licensed Trade Charity

Volunteer required to:

Be the face of the charity, and 
to visit those already receiving 
help as well as new applicants.

During visits, to undertake an 
assessment of the person’s 
circumstances, e.g. - their state 
of health.

To assess how the charity may 
help.

To provide a friendly, listening 
ear.

To compile a report following 
each visit.

Update the welfare support team, 
via telephone.



HOMESTART BACK IN BUSINESS
You may have noticed three rather lost 
looking ladies clutching A-to-Z’s driving 
round the borough recently. We are the 
newly appointed Homestart Tameside 
co-ordinators for the areas of St Peter’s in 
Ashton, Mottram and Longdendale (including 
Hattersley), and Stalybridge and Dukinfield!   

Homestart is a national charity operating 
through locally managed and funded 
schemes which offers a support service to 
families where there is a child under the age 
of five and where there are some difficulties 
such as disability, bereavement, post-natal 
depression, multiple births etc. The service 
is provided using carefully selected 
volunteers who have some parenting 
experience themselves. 

The volunteers undergo an 8 to 10 week 
training programme and after references 
and CRB checks are taken up, are carefully 
matched to a family. They offer between 
two and three hours of practical and 
emotional support to that family for as long 
as is felt to be of benefit. The volunteers 
receive regular monthly support from their 

co-ordinator by phone and in person and 
are offered ongoing training if they wish.

Last year the scheme had to wind down due 
to financial difficulties but we have now 
received a three-year grant from the Big 
Lottery. 

We are now looking to recruit volunteers to 
provide a direct service to families but we 
also need volunteers to serve on our 
management committee. 

If you could help us in either capacity 
please call the office on 0161 351 9312 or 
email homestartameside@btconnect.com

THE QUEEN’S AWARD FOR 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE 2007

To celebrate her Golden Jubilee in 2002, 
the Queen announced a new annual UK 
National Honour to recognise outstanding 
voluntary activities by groups in the 
community. If you know a group of 
volunteers who devote their time to helping 
others in the community and improve the 
quality of life and opportunity for others, 
nominate them for an award.

Get your nomination in by 30th September 
2006. 

www.queensawardvoluntary.gov.uk
queensaward@volunteeringengland.org
Call: 0845 000 2002         



MAYOR OF TAMESIDE JOINS LOCAL
VOLUNTEERS ON A DATE

S

The Mayor of Tameside (Councillor 
Margaret Sidebottom) joined local 
volunteers for a volunteer "speed-matching" 
session on June 1st 2006 in 
Ashton-under-Lyne. The event, run by 
Volunteer Centre Tameside as part of 
National Volunteer's Week, was based on 
the idea of speed dating, but adapted to 
match volunteers to local voluntary 
organisations.

Among the 15 or so potential volunteers 
taking part in the event were the Mayor, 
Councillor Margaret Sidebottom and her 
daughter. A diverse range of voluntary and 
community organisations were present, 
looking to recruit volunteers, including 
representatives from the RSPCA, Mencap 
and Willow Wood Hospice.

Each organisation was given three minutes 
to sell their voluntary opportunities to a 
potential volunteer. When the three 
minutes were up, an announcement by 
Andy Hoyle of Tameside Radio was made 
and all the volunteers moved around a 
place for three minutes with another 
organisation.

"What an inspired event. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the 'Volunteer Speed Matching'. 
Thanks for the opportunity to participate. 
10/10. Excellent" - Pam Oakes of Surestart

"We were looking for an alternative way of 
recruiting volunteers and celebrating 
Volunteer's Week. Both volunteers and 
organisations taking part commented on 
how much they enjoyed the event. I feel it 
was a great success." - Ben Stoddard, 
Outreach Worker for Volunteer Centre 
Tameside and organiser of the event.


